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Editor © Koji Kadota, Kenichi Ckumura

School Social Work for N d at Schools in Japan
Koji Kadota (President of Fukuoka Association of School Social Workers)
Satoshi lkeda (School Social Worker of FUKUOKA City)
Tohko Hama (School Social Worker of FUKUOKA Prefecture)

FASSW

1. Non-Attendance in Japan( Koji Kadota )

In Japan, futoukou or non-attendance is defined by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Teshnalogy, as follows : “Non-attendance refers to a student who do not or annot
attend school for more than 30 days in a school year, due to psychological, emotional, physical, or
sacial cause or background, Those with health and financial reasons are omitted.” Since school
education in Japan is offered in school buildings, students who do not show up in their classiooms
for more than 30 days will be considered chronically absent.

Futoukouwas first reported in the late 19505, Students who had no physical illness or financial
reasons but could not go to school began to appear. In the Latter half of 19705, many non-attendance
cases were reponed in junior high schools. Cases in elementary schools increased in 1980s. As the
Chant § shows, non-attendance is still on the rise. The percentage of alemeantary school non-
attendance in 2020 is 1.00% (1 in 100persons), and 4.09% (1 in 24 persons) in junior high schools,
Although data for 2021 during Covid-19 has not been announced yet, presumably, it is higher than
2020

e clementary schocl  — junar righ school high senoal

Figl C‘hang!s in Non-attendance Cases
{Ministry of Education, Culture Sports Science and Technology, 2022

Asia Network of “ chool Social Work

(Nersletter Vol. 6 .

2022)

Warm Seasonal Greetings to School Social Work Colleagues in Fukuoka(lapan). Korea
Singapore, and Taiwan. Thank you for your dedication for the happiness of students over the
past year. What

@ your top news

20227 In this sixth newsletter of ANSSW. you can hear
ar we'll have the 3™ ANSSW international
looking forward

nd other

the news from . Kore

nd Singapore. Next
18 10 be held on the 2° of Jum
1o faco in Seoul. KASSW will

conference. 1t is @

to secing you fa
things in January

It you have any questions aboul ANSSW, please email khiovioy®daum.net or the
representative of the (School) Social Workers Association in your country. If you are a school
al worke

to-bel in any Asian country other than Fukuoka, Korea, Singapore, and
Taiwan, don't hesitated to join ANSSW and enrich our friendship.

Merry Christmas &
Happv New Year!

% TASSW(Taiwan) a

for this issue

MASSW(Mongolia) said sorry for not being able to submit the article
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